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Hundreds Attend Annual JOC Gulf Shipping Conference Hosted by
Port Houston
HOUSTON – More than 400 people attended the third annual JOC Gulf Shipping
Conference hosted by Port Houston and organized by The Journal of Commerce and
parent company IHS Markit, April 16-18.
The attending professionals discussed shipping trends and the efficiency and
importance of commerce moving through U.S. Gulf ports. The event provided an indepth look at the latest trends, problems and solutions emerging for cargo
owners importing and exporting through the Gulf.
“With the ongoing growth of the population in Houston and along the Gulf Coast, the
amount of cargo moving through our ports is only going up,” said Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner, who provided welcome remarks. The amount of industry activity on
the Gulf Coast also presents opportunities for the growth of international trade and
business.
“It is an exciting time for the industry along the Gulf Coast, which is engaged in positive
change and growth, and everyone is working hard to ensure that we stay ahead of the
curve,” Port Chairman Janiece Longoria said during a recent Port Commission meeting.
“We are thrilled to host this two-day conference and the business that it brings to our
region.”
The industry meeting covered a variety of topics and trends, including petrochemical
plastic resins, container shipping, breakbulk and project cargo, cybersecurity, trucking
capacity and demand and blockchain technology.
The conference was held at the Marriott Marquis Hotel downtown.
For more information about the JOC Gulf Shipping Conference, please visit
https://events.joc.com/gulf-shipping-conference-2018.
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About Port Houston
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals of the
Port of Houston – the nation’s largest port for foreign waterborne tonnage and an essential economic
engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas and the nation. It supports the creation of nearly 1.175
million jobs in Texas and 2.7 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling almost $265 billion in
Texas – 16 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product – and more than $617 billion in economic
impact across the nation. For more information, visit the port’s website at PortHouston.com.

