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Port Houston Container Volumes Solid
HOUSTON – Container activity at Port Houston remained solid in January, easily surpassing the
250,000-unit mark and setting the stage for a strong 2021 if that pace continues.
The number of containers handled in January 2021 was the second-highest January on record,
behind only January of 2020. Port Houston handled 255,039, twenty-foot equivalent units
(TEUs), compared to January of last year, when 268,773,000 TEUs were handed.
Loaded container imports totaled 121,578 TEUs last month, which was the fourth highest
month on record for imports. Loaded exports totaled 99,694 TEUs.
Bulk cargo was up 33% in January compared to a year ago. The import and export of bagged
goods was up considerably. Steel remains down.
The high levels of cargo activity were reached despite the adverse effects of the COVID-19
pandemic and its impact on global commerce. Cargo began slowing worldwide in March of
2020 and continued through the summer. Despite the pandemic interruption, our volume
recovery is strong.
“We are committed to do our part keep international commerce flowing and to make sure
consumers get their necessities, including food and medical supplies,” said Port Houston
Executive Director Roger Guenther. “And all of us at Port Houston are focused on providing the
top-notch service we are known for.”
Port Houston is the sixth largest container port in the United States and is the dominant
container port on the U.S. Gulf Coast, handling more than two-thirds of all the containers in
the gulf.

About Port Houston
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston
Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient and fastest-growing
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container terminals in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston
Ship Channel complex and its more than 200 public and private terminals, collectively known as the Port of Houston,
is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state
of Texas and the U.S. The Port of Houston supports the creation of nearly 1.35 million jobs in Texas and 3.2 million
jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $339 billion in Texas – 20.6 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic
product (GDP) – and $801.9 billion in economic impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at
PortHouston.com.
CONTACT: Bill Hensel, Manager, External Relations, Office, 713-670-2893; E-mail: bhensel@porthouston.com
Lisa Ashley, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail:
lashley@porthouston.com

Page 2 of 2

