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Port Houston Welcomes Three New Cranes to Fleet 
 

 
Neo-Panamax STS cranes – Bayport Container Terminal 

 

HOUSTON –Three new neo-Panamax ship-to-shore (STS) cranes arrived at Port Houston's Bayport 
Container Terminal on Thursday following a 72-day voyage on the Zhen Hua 29, a specialized heavy-load 
carrier vessel. The ZPMC cranes, which were produced in Shanghai, traveled nearly 16,000 nautical miles 
to reach Houston. 
 
These particular cranes are 158 feet tall under the spreader bar and have an outreach of 22 containers 
wide. Furthermore, they are equipped with complete electric motors, gears, and control systems, thus 
emitting zero diesel emissions and aligning with Port Houston's commitment to reach carbon neutrality 
by the year 2050. 
 
The three new cranes will work ships at Bayport’s Wharf 6, the terminal’s newest wharf, which is 
scheduled to be complete later this year. Wharf 6 will add significant capacity for import and export 
customers who rely on Houston as their international gateway. 
 



“Port Houston is a top five container port and poised for continued growth. The cranes we received this 
week are part of a substantial and strategic investment in our Port's infrastructure that will enhance our 
ability to efficiently move the world’s cargo and serve our region,” said Roger Guenther, Executive 
Director at Port Houston.  
 
With cranes of this size, Port Houston’s Bayport terminal is well-equipped to facilitate working on the 
15,000 TEU ships expected to call upon the completion of this segment of the Houston Ship Channel 
Expansion – Project 11, which is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2024.  
 
Before being put into operation, the new ZPMC cranes will undergo a 12-week commissioning process. 
With the addition of these new wharf cranes, Port Houston now has a fleet of 28 STS cranes and 116 
rubber-tire gantry (RTG) cranes.  
 
 
 
 

 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston 
Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the 
country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel complex 
and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals, collectively known as the Port of Houston, is the nation’s 
largest port for waterborne tonnage and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and 
the U.S. The Port of Houston supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic 
activity totaling $439 billion in Texas – nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – and $906 
billion in economic impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  
CONTACT: Christine Abbruscato, Director, Marketing and Branding, Office, 713-670-2860; E-mail: 
cabbruscato@porthouston.com  
Lisa Ashley, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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