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Container Exports Continue to Thrive at Port Houston
Biggest September in Port’s history for loaded exports

MSC vessel docked at Port Houston’s Bayport Container Terminal

HOUSTON - Port Houston has once again experienced a significant increase in loaded exports through
its Bayport and Barbours Cut Container Terminals. Loaded exports handled in September were the
highest on record for a September in the Port’s history. Port Houston handled 124,739 loaded export
TEUs this month, representing a 21% increase compared to September 2022. The trend of increasing
export volumes is expected to continue as the demand for resins remains high. Port Houston exports
various types of resins, such as PE, PVC, and PP. Port Houston is by far the top export port of resins in
the nation and has a 59% share of the resin export market in the United States. Primary export
destinations are China, Brazil, and Belgium.

“Houston is the plastic packaging capital of the U.S. and Port Houston is committed to expeditiously
getting those export cargoes through our facilities and on their way to their global destination,” said
Roger Guenther, Executive Director at Port Houston.



Loaded import volumes at Port Houston in September were 156,161 TEUs, a decline of 12% compared
to last September and 8% year-to-date. Total container volumes at Port Houston are down by just 4%
through September, currently totaling 2,835,750 TEUs.

At Port Houston’s breakbulk facilities, general cargo declined 22% and steel imports declined 15% year-
to-date. Total tonnage through Port Houston terminals is down 7% through September at 37,893,523
short tons. Auto import units remain strong however, with an increase of 65% year-to-date compared to
the same period in 2022.

“Like many ports across the country, Port Houston has seen an expected decline in container import
volumes compared to the remarkable numbers seen in 2022,” said Guenther. “Despite the ebbs and
flows of the global economy, we remain committed to investing in our terminal infrastructure to meet
growing demand, aligning with our partners so we are prepared for the future of the supply chain. Port
Houston is in a great position and we are in this for the long game to serve our valued customers.”

BCOs, carriers, freight forwarders, and others will join Port Houston leaders in Houston later in October
at the second-annual Houston International Maritime Conference (HIMC). From October 30 - November
1 attendees will network and hear from distinguished industry leaders on topics such as ocean carrier
alliances, terminal fluidity, chemicals and resins, breakbulk and project cargo, technology, sustainability,
and more. For more information, please visit https://porthouston.com/himc/.

About Port Houston

For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston
Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the
country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel complex
and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage and an
essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Houston Ship Channel
complex supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439
billion in Texas — nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) — and $906 billion in economic
impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.
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