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Port Houston Approved for Cold Treatment 

 

Refrigerated Containers at Bayport Container Terminal 

 
HOUSTON – Port Houston is proud to announce its approval by the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to handle cold treatment cargo. This 
approval enables Port Houston to receive and manage shipments that complete the prescribed cold 
treatment process while in transit on the water, significantly enhancing the Port’s operational 
capabilities and service offerings. 
 
“As an established importer and distributor of fresh produce in Houston, having cold treatment services 
in this region is imperative to broaden access to key commodities and sustainable growth. We 
congratulate Port Houston’s team for achieving this significant milestone,” said Jacquie Ediger, Executive 
Vice President of Pro Citrus Network and Houston-based Foremost Fresh Direct. “These services will 
help the Port grow the volume of perishables cargo and ultimately support our commitment and key 
objective - To deliver fresh produce to customers as fresh and cost-effective as possible.” 
 
Cold treatment is a critical process used to mitigate the risk of pests in fresh produce. By maintaining 
specific temperatures for a designated period, cold treatment ensures that fruits and vegetables are 



safe for import without introducing harmful pests into the United States. APHIS's approval positions Port 
Houston as a key player in the international cold chain logistics sector. 
 
“Receiving APHIS approval to handle cold treatment cargo is a major achievement for Port Houston,” 
said Roger Guenther, Executive Director at Port Houston. “This capability allows us to provide additional 
services to our customers, helping ensure their perishable goods arrive in optimal condition. It further 
solidifies our commitment to supporting global trade and meeting the stringent standards of agricultural 
safety.” 
 
The APHIS approval process involves rigorous assessments to ensure that the Port facilities and 
operations meet the highest standards for handling cold-treatment cargo. With this authorization, Port 
Houston can now accept a wider range of perishable products, including citrus fruits, grapes, and other 
high-value produce that requires precise temperature controls during transportation. 
 
“The approval of the USDA APHIS Certified Cold Treatment at Port Houston will be an incredible benefit 
to the region. Houston is already a prime location, and offering this service makes it even more 
attractive to international shippers, further expanding the range of commodities that can be imported 
through the Port,” said Dante Galeazzi, President/CEO of Texas International Produce Association. “On 
top of the many other additions happening at and around Port Houston, these projects continue to 
make Texas the prime sourcing location for fresh fruits and vegetables.” 
 
Port Houston’s state-of-the-art facilities, combined with its strategic location and skilled workforce, 
make it an ideal hub for handling cold treatment cargo. This new capability complements the Port’s 
existing strengths in cargo diversity and logistical fluidity, providing customers an efficient gateway. 
 
 
 
 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the eight public wharves and terminals along the 
Houston Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals 
in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel 
complex and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage 
and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Port of Houston 
supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in 
Texas – nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – and $906 billion in economic impact across 
the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  
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