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Port Houston Surpasses 2M TEUs Faster Than Ever 
Total Import TEUs Jump 12% in June 

 
 

 

Vessel arriving at Port Houston’s Bayport Container Terminal 

 

HOUSTON— Port Houston, the fifth-largest container port in the nation, has surpassed the two 
million TEU mark faster than ever. Through the first six months of the year, the Port has successfully 
handled 2,098,117 TEUs among its terminals, which represents a double-digit increase of 13% year-to-
date compared to the first half of last year. For June specifically, 339,157 TEUs were managed at the 
Port's facilities, reflecting a 7% increase compared to June 2023. 
 
“Houston's robust economy plays a pivotal role in the success of our container terminals. The city's 
dynamic economic landscape, driven by diverse industries such as energy, manufacturing, technology, 
and population growth fosters increased consumer demand and industrial activity,” said Roger 
Guenther, Executive Director at Port Houston. “Port Houston is responding to the needs of the region by 



ensuring infrastructure is in place to receive cargo and prepare for future growth.” This June, the Port 
received six additional rubber-tired gantry (RTG) hybrid-electric cranes, the fourth of five total deliveries 
for this year. Port Houston has acquired 26 new RTGs since December 2023. Additionally, by the end of 
this year, 15,000-TEU-class neo-Panamax vessels will be able to berth at Bayport as the Port continues to 
make progress on its Houston Ship Channel Expansion, widely known as Project 11. 
 
In June, increased demand for goods and consumer spending on items such as furniture, hardware, 
retail goods, and food drove Port Houston’s loaded import volumes up 5% compared to the same month 
last year. Loaded exports also increased significantly, up 11% this month, totaling 114,728 TEUs. Year-to-
date loaded exports are up 14% at 769,844 TEUs. 
 
General cargo was down 10% year-to-date at Port Houston's multipurpose facilities, while steel imports 
increased 2% this month compared to June 2023. Additionally, plywood has increased 4,215% year-to-
date, though it remains relatively small in total volume at 45,013 short tons. Total tonnage across all 
facilities remains positive, with a 5% increase in the first half of the year compared to last year. 
 
Port Houston is located in one of the fastest-growing cities, and it sits along the Houston Ship Channel, 
the number one waterway in the U.S. for waterborne tonnage. Later this year, industry leaders will 
gather in Houston for the third annual Houston International Maritime Conference (HIMC), sponsored 
by Port Houston. From November 6 to November 8, HIMC attendees will network and participate in 
panel discussions on project cargo and steel, cold storage, sustainability, import/export container trade, 
and more. To register, visit https://porthouston.com/himc/. 
 
 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the eight public wharves and terminals along the 
Houston Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals 
in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel 
complex and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage 
and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Port of Houston 
supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in 
Texas – nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – and $906 billion in economic impact across 
the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  
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