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Port Houston Welcomes the MV Bahri Diriyah 
First Houston call for this dry cargo vessel 

 

 

Bahri Diriyah arrived at Port Houston’s multipurpose facility. 

 

HOUSTON—Port Houston welcomed the Bahri Diriyah, a multipurpose dry cargo vessel, to its 
Turning Basin Terminal earlier this month. This vessel was making its maiden voyage to Houston from 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia. The arrival of the Bahri Diriyah underscores Port Houston’s role as a key 
gateway for international trade and strengthens its strategic ties with the Middle East—a region that 
now represents 8% of the Port’s total market share. 

“We are excited to welcome the Bahri Diriyah on its first visit to Port Houston,” said Charlie Jenkins, CEO 
at Port Houston. “This maiden voyage highlights our commitment to growing the region’s role in the 



global supply chain and offering our customers efficient operations. We’re proud to support the diverse 
cargo needs in the Houston area.” 

The Bahri Diriyah, captained by Robert Kaczmarek and crewed by a team of 28, is equipped to burn low-
sulfur diesel. With dimensions of 636.2 feet in length and 95.3 feet in width, this 31,241-ton vessel 
brings substantial capacity, holding up to 39,509 cubic meters of general cargo. Operating as a tramp 
vessel, meaning the Bahri Diriyah will call Port Houston on an as-needed basis, further supports flexible 
and timely cargo solutions for Houston’s trade community. 

“Bahri Line is thrilled to announce the maiden call of our new multi-purpose vessel, MV Bahri Diriyah, at 
Port Houston,” said Rajith Aykkara, VP of Bahri Line. “Houston is one of our largest markets, and this 
milestone underscores our strong partnership with Port Houston. As we expand our multi-purpose fleet, 
we look forward to continued growth with the support of our valued customers.” 

Port Houston’s multi-purpose terminals, known as the Turning Basin Terminal or City Docks, opened for 
business more than one hundred years ago. Today it is the area’s largest breakbulk facility and handles a 
variety of cargos including steel, dry bulk, wind power equipment, lumber, and other cargoes.  

 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the eight public wharves and terminals along the 
Houston Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals 
in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel 
complex and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage 
and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Port of Houston 
supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in 
Texas – nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – and $906 billion in economic impact across 
the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  
CONTACT: Christine Abbruscato, Director, Marketing and Branding, Office, 713-670-2860; E-mail: 
cabbruscato@porthouston.com  
Lisa Ashley, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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