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Port Houston Maintains Steady Growth in the Third Quarter  
 
 

 
A vessel being worked on at Port Houston’s Barbours Cut Container Terminal. 

 

HOUSTON—Port Houston recorded sustained growth in August following a standout July. Total tonnage 
across Port Houston’s public terminals is up 5% year-to-date through August, reflecting steady growth 
across multiple cargo sectors. 

After a record-setting July, the Port’s container terminals saw 370,430 twenty-foot equivalent units 
(TEUs) in August, up 1% from the same month last year. Year-to-date container volumes reached just 
shy of 3 million TEUs, specifically 2,932,936 TEUs, which puts Port Houston’s container volumes up 5% 
over 2024. 

Port Houston remains vigilant as Houston’s volumes held steady and even increased across many cargo 
types. In August, loaded import containers at Port Houston increased 4% year-over-year, while loaded 
export containers rose 5%, led by resins that continue to anchor Port Houston’s export market.  



While a small portion of overall business, grain and bagged goods saw massive increases in August. 
Grain was up 173% year-over-year, reaching 212,168 short tons and imported bagged goods were up 
901% compared to August 2024, totaling 68,358 tons. Steel imports, one of Port Houston’s linchpin 
cargo types, dipped 4% in August but remain 7% ahead year-to-date compared to 2024. General cargo 
volumes increased 10% year-to-date through August. 

“Our volumes are holding strong this year, and we’re optimistic about the months ahead,” said Charlie 
Jenkins, CEO at Port Houston. “We work hard to deliver a low-risk environment that our customers can 
count on and behind every number is the confidence our customers place in Port Houston.”  

Across the Houston Ship Channel, which includes both the eight public terminals and more than 200 
private facilities, there were 692 deep draft vessel calls in August, bringing the year-to-date total to 
5,415 arrivals. The Channel remains the nation’s busiest waterway and the backbone for U.S. energy, 
manufacturing, and agriculture. 

In October Port Houston will once again be the host port for Breakbulk Americas, which is celebrating its 
35th anniversary. The following month, Port Houston will welcome Fleet Week Houston, marking the 
250th anniversary of the U.S. Navy with ships, demonstrations, and community events along the 
Channel. Also in November, the 4th annual Houston International Maritime Conference (HIMC25) will 
bring together industry experts to explore critical topics like the influence of tariffs on international 
trade and the evolving landscape of global supply chains. 

“Houston is known for its collaborative spirit, and our strength lies in connectivity,” said Jenkins. “We 
are thrilled to help host these important events that bring together leaders across the industry and 
inspire thoughtful dialogue.” 

 

 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the eight public wharves and terminals along the 
Houston Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals 
in the country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel 
complex and its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage 
and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the U.S. The Port of Houston 
supports 1.54 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in 
Texas – nearly 20 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – and $906 billion in economic impact across 
the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  
CONTACT: Christine Abbruscato, Senior Director, Corporate Communications and Branding, Office, 713-670-2860; 
E-mail: cabbruscato@porthouston.com  
Lisa Ashley-Daniels, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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