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Michel Bechtel Appointed as New Port Commissioner    
Highly respected longtime former mayor of Morgan’s Point embarks on two-year term 

 

HOUSTON – Michel Bechtel, former mayor of Morgan’s Point, Texas, has been appointed to the 
Port Commission of the Port of Houston Authority. Bechtel, a respected leader in coastal 
protection and the energy sector, retired after five terms as mayor of Morgan’s Point. He also 
previously served on the Board of Pilot Commissioners for the Ports of Harris County.  
 
Bechtel was appointed by the Harris County Mayors’ and Councils’ Association and succeeds 
Stephen H. DonCarlos, who recently completed his 12-year term-limited service on the Port 
Commission.  
 
Port Commission Chairman Ric Campo expressed gratitude for DonCarlos’s years of dedicated 
service and welcomed Bechtel, stating, “I am grateful for the long service and indelible 
contribution of former Port Commissioner Stephen DonCarlos, and I am pleased to welcome 
Michel Bechtel to the Port Commission. Michel’s wealth of experience and knowledge of the 
unique aspects of our Gulf Coast, combined with his service as mayor of a neighboring city to 
the Houston Ship Channel, makes him an invaluable addition to the Port Commission. We are 
excited to have him aboard.” 
 
Bechtel has long shown leadership and a dedication to public service. In 2021, Bechtel was 
appointed to the Gulf Coast Protection District Board of Directors by Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott and was unanimously elected as board president. He currently serves as vice president of 
the board. Bechtel is also a member and past president of the Harris County Mayors’ and 
Councils’ Association and holds board positions with the Bay Area Coastal Protection Alliance, 
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Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, and the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region. He 
is a member of the Chambers County Mayors Coalition and a former member of the Port of 
Houston Commissioners Community Advisory Council. 
 
“I’m honored to join the Port Commission and grateful for the confidence placed in me by the 
Harris County Mayors’ and Councils’ Association. The Port of Houston is an essential driver of 
our region’s economy, and I’m excited to contribute to its continued success,” said Bechtel. “I 
look forward to working closely with our partners across the region to advance major projects 
that strengthen our infrastructure, support industry, and protect our communities. Together, we 
can keep the Port—and the entire Gulf Coast—moving forward.” 
 
Bechtel is the president of Bechtel Exploration and Blue Moon Exploration. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Geology and Geophysics from Louisiana State University in New Orleans and a 
Master of Science in Petroleum Geology from the University of New Orleans. He is a member of 
the American Association of Petroleum Geologists and the New Orleans Geological Society. 
 
Port Commissioners serve two-year terms without pay and are not eligible for appointment after 
serving 12 years on the Commission. 
 
About Port Houston 
 
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston 
Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the 
country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel.  The Houston Ship Channel complex and 
its more than 200 private and eight public terminals is the nation’s largest port for waterborne tonnage and an essential 
economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas and the U.S. The Port of Houston supports the creation of 
nearly 1.5 million jobs in Texas and 3.37 million jobs nationwide, and economic activity totaling $439 billion in Texas 
and $906 billion in economic impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com. 
 
CONTACT: Lisa Ashley-Daniels, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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