AMENDED RESOLUTION REGARDING CERTAIN VESSELS
CALLING PORT AUTHORITY TERMINALS
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHORITY

§
§
§

A.
The Port Commission (the “Port Commission”) of the Port of Houston Authority
of Harris County, Texas (the “Port Authority”) facilitates navigation within, and helps
improve, the Port of Houston and the Houston Ship Channel and its tributary waterways,
and manages, governs, and controls the operations and development of the Port Authority;
B.
The Houston Pilots Association represents the branch pilots licensed by the State
of Texas to provide pilot services for Harris County ports including the Port of Houston
and the Houston Ship Channel;
C.
The “Working Rules, Including Navigation Safety Guidelines for the Houston Ship
Channel” (the “Guidelines”) promulgated by the Houston Pilots Association currently
provide that vessels greater than 1,100 feet in length shall not meet any other ships in the
Houston Ship Channel north of “Buoy 18;”
D.
Unlike other provisions of the Guidelines that similarly bar vessels from meeting
other ships in the Houston Ship Channel, when this limitation is in effect it imposes “oneway traffic” on all deep-water ships transiting the Houston Ship Channel through
Galveston Bay in order to call facilities within the Port of Houston (the “One-way
Limitation”);
E.
The Port Authority is working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and other
representatives of the federal government, as well as Port of Houston and Houston Ship
Channel stakeholders, to obtain authorization, and accelerated funding and completion, of
the widened ship channel, which together with vessel experience, should result in easing
the One-way Limitation.
F.
Until the Galveston Bay reach of the Houston Ship Channel north of Buoy 18 can
be widened to accommodate all traffic, an interim solution to address the One-way
Limitation may help maintain two-way traffic during daylight hours along that portion of
the ship channel; and
G.
Failing to implement an interim solution to the One-way Limitation may give undue
or unreasonable preference or advantage, or impose undue or unreasonable prejudice or
disadvantage, with respect to Port of Houston and Houston Ship Channel participants.
H.
On April 8, 2019, the Port Commission adopted a resolution as an interim solution
to the One-way Limitation.
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I.
On April 10, 2019, the Houston Pilots announced a revision to the Guidelines that
permits container vessels with lengths of less than or equal to 1,110 feet and beams of less
than or equal to 150 feet to meet other vessels sized less than or equal to 601 feet in length
and 106 feet in beam, and less than 35 feet in draft.
J.

The Port Commission now intends to amend its prior resolution.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
1.
Only one vessel that imposes “one-way traffic” on all or any deep-water ships
transiting the Houston Ship Channel within Galveston Bay to call facilities within the Port
of Houston (a “Subject Vessel”) may call on a Port Authority terminal in a given week,
and no Subject Vessel shall call and depart from a Port Authority terminal on the same day.
For the avoidance of doubt, only one of any type ship that causes one-way traffic within
Galveston Bay as a result of the application of the “Working Rules, Including Navigation
Safety Guidelines for the Houston Ship Channel” of the Houston Pilots Association may
call on a Port Authority terminal in a given week.
2.
Section 1 does not apply to “one-way traffic” associated with natural disasters and
other force majeure events, including fire, flood, fog, and maritime allisions and collisions.
3.
The Executive Director of the Port Authority is authorized to do and perform all
acts and things, and to execute and deliver in the name and on behalf of the Port Authority
all instruments and other documents, including tariff amendments, as are necessary or
desirable to carry out this Resolution.
PASSED AND APPROVED this April 23, 2019.

ATTEST:

Secretary, Port Commission
Port of Houston Authority of
Harris County, Texas

Chairman, Port Commission
Port of Houston Authority of
Harris County, Texas

